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7 Pollsh newspasperuwen and 2 Polish Cstholle Bishops, whom he met in

Uctober snd November, 1963 in Rome during the Ecumeniezl Council., The
mazjority of the Poiish newsmen came [rowm Poland.
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They weret Ignscy ERASICEI (Polish Rzdio), Ka‘imiarh HOtawGRI
i érzeciw, W P&%k), Jerzy TUPORICZ {(Tysounik Powszschny, Cracow),

’Aanﬁﬁlﬂﬁib {?&P**?JLSK; hgaze,u Frigova, Walsaw), Lblgnlew

LJﬁQ»*KI (4gcie i Bysl, wersa av), L WERI (‘px), Alexander KOs

. sﬁ.I J*Lﬂ D)uﬁg‘i YHSKL (mf'it'“" 7V ), Rev. Mlchaz i. Cand sy K
Standslaw ] G 5KI (Jeho Vs kLtnesss
@?anth D ? a*ventistg, Harssw), Hev, ﬁ. RIFSERE ("Hadlo Free ‘urape,"
‘“U,Qic} ), Bev. Tomasz ROSTwOHUWZKI (th“ stican Ras vi’;)) thﬂii:l
GAQCHOLGE éiwﬁﬂi 2olprl i1 Zoinierzs, aﬂﬁdﬁp}, ar A

To ?ura;g," Rome), ONYIIK

A
S £15

uenésn), EORLA S Qdaic

«b*ioh, London), BalIN-KI (Catholic action, London), Dr
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The two Polish Cathollc Bishops were: Bishop Michael HLEPLCZ,lodz
(right-hand of Stefan Cirdinal WYS2YNSKI), and Bishop Herbert BED-
HORZ of Katowice.

The overall attitude of Poles toward Ukrainisns was giv en by
IEnzcy Krasicki, although wmost of the Polish newsmen had glven their
views on the Ukrainian-Polish relations in conversstions held on se-

veral occasions. In reply to a written guestionnaire, I. Krasicki
provided the following answers

Guestion: what are the relations between Poles and Ukrainisns
(the Ukrazinian minority) in Poland st the present time?

sAnswer: HBecuuse of the small number of Ukrsinians in Poland at
this time (the Poles estimate the number of Ukrsinians in Poland at
00,000, while¢ the Ukrazinians report that st least 450,000 Ukrainisns
are in Poland at present--%.D.), the Ukrainian problem for «ll practical
purposes does not exist in Poland., Since Jctober, 1956 tunere is & noted
improvement in Polish-Ukreinien relations. The Poles belleve that
through Intermsrrisge processes the Ukrainlen minority will eventuszlly
be sssimileted,

- wuestion: What do you know sbout the cultursl 1ife of Ukrasinisns
in folana?
answer: There exlst s "Ukrasinian Soelsl and Culturszl Soclety?®
(USKT) in Polsnd which is (ulte sctive in promoting Ukrsinian culturel

sctivities. It also publishes = new.y@per in the Ukrainlsn langusge.
However, there are no Ukrainian schools,
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vuestion: what Jdo you think ol the UBKY as approved vy the Go-
mulks Government?

anawer: The UsSiT develops - ulte extensive zctivities in south-
ezstern Poland, where compact Ukrainian ethnlc groups live. The USKT
1s trying to popularize znd perpetuste the Ukrelnlan cultural tra-
dition in Poland. Under itz sponsorship a film on Terss Shevchenko, pro
duced by the Kiev Film Studio, was shown throughout Zoland.

guestion: what, il any, contacts exist between Polund and
Ukraine? Personal, scientific, professionuzl, student exchanges,etc.?

Ansvers All contacts are implemented within the frsmework of the
exchange programs between Poland and the USSR, and the cooperstion in
cultural, economic asnd sclentific fields. Pollish theatriczsl and dence
ensembles ("Mazowsze," "Slask" and others) make regulsr visits to
Ukraine, and there are Polish economic and sclentific exhibitions in
Ukrsine. There exdlsts o very intenusifled tourist movement between Po-
Land and Ukraine and an exzchsange cooperation between the frontier
provinces, for Instance, between Cracow and Lviv.

guestion: Do the Poles think it would be in the interest of
Poland to establish Ukrszinian schools, the press asnd publications
for the Ukrainiasn minority, =nd & Ukrazinian university?

Answer: Decidedly no. In the opinion of most Poles the Ukrainizn
problem sfter a Jjust chonge of frontiers in 1944 has ceased to to
exist in Poland.

guestion: Did you hear ebout & proposed "exchange' of Lviv for
Stettin (Szczecin)?

Answers Rumors to that effect ecirculated in certain guarters in
karsaw after @ visit of Hikits 3. Khrushchev in the winter of lubi-
63 (on his way to East Berlin). But there is little credence in the
eventual implementation of this "exchange.”

, wuestion: How o the Poles evuluate the removal of Sheherbitsky
from the post of rremier of Ukraine and the recall of Podhorny to
Moscow?

Answers The problem of party personnel changes in the USSR is
of little concern to the Poles. These changes have little to do with
the interncl sltustion of the USBH, but rether reflect the oversll
Soviet policy onm the top echelon levels,

wMegtion: wWhat iz the relstion of the Polish Catholice Church
with the Ukreinisn Cuotholie Churceh in Poland?

answer: In principle thils problem does not exist for the roles,
Inssmuch as the Ukrsinien Uniste Church In Poland sumbers only z very
small group of coomunicants. The Pollish eplscopate, together with the
Pollsh government, is very much opuosed to the Ukrainlan Uniste Charch.

» yuestion: whst 40 the Poles think of the relesse of Metropolitan
Josedg S1ipy? Is Lt true that Cardinal Wyszyneki proposzed 45 nin that




Y

he stay in Polund?

Answer: The release of Metropolitan Joseph Siipy was acclalmed
in Poland, Insasmuch as in this the Poles suwv a2 step toward the in-
srovement ol the religlous situstion in the UBSH as well wz 1t being
& forerurmmer of the noreslizetlon of relations between the Holy Oee
and the sociulist countries. 4s to the reported proposal of Csrdinel

Wyszynski, 1t seems to huave Little DbDesis in fact.

cuestion: why do the Poles refuse to establish a Ukrainisn Ca-
tholic diocese for some 300,000 Ukrainian Cutholies in Poland?

Answers Both the Polish Cuethollc hierarchy and the Polish govern-
ment do not support this project, inasmuch as both do not see any
necessity for establishing a Ukrainien Cutholic diocese in Poland.

cuestion: what do you think of the present relzxation between
the wWest znd the East?

Answer:  As everyvhere else 1n the world, zo in Poland, too,
the signing of the nuclear test ban treaty brought great joy and
satisfaction, with the belief that it will further contribute to-
ward the relaxation of international tenszions. There is z general
belief in Poland that the line of Khrushchev tending toward the im-
provement of relstions with the kest is firm =nd solid.

tuestion: what do they think in Poland azbout the Soviet-Cihiinese
conflict?

Ansver:s The Polish government is trying to stay away [rom the
Sovict-Chinese conflict, inasmuch es 1t dées not touch directly upon
eny Pollsh nationel interest. The Poles remember well that the Peoplel's
Chinese Republic gave substsntial support to Wisdyslaw Gomulks in 1956
in his struggle agalnst Moscow. :

wusstion: why do the Poles refuse to support the national aspi-
rations of ﬁkrainians, Byelorussiang and other non-Russian nations
inside the USSR?

Angwer: The Poles are not interested in any netionzlist develp-
ment in the countries which are its neighbors for historical reasons.

suestion: What is the Pollsh resction towsrd & proposal to
create 8 Ukrainian patriarchate in Kiev?

dnswert This matter having no direct influence upon the intsral
5%tyatioﬂ 01 Foland does not interest Polish public oplanion ag s
WIOL€E .

yvdegstion: what iz the funection of the Polish Consulate in Kiev?

anaswer: we don't have enough information on thet score, but it
i: sssumed that 1te {unction i: to represent the Follsh cultural end
economic Interests and the strengthening of Polish-Ukrainian relations,
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incluiing Pollsh~-Ukrainien Irienaship.
gucstion: Why i1s there no Ukreinlan Consulste in warsaw?

Answer: The matter in guestion depends on the Soviet apetence
rother than on Polish initiastive, The Polish side does not u&v Gy ,
reason for the estublishment of 4 Ukrainian Consulate In korsaw becaust
of the small number of Ukrainians in Poland (the situction is reversed
in the USSH, where there are = gr ater number of rolesg). Besldes the
interest of the Ukrzinian minority in Polaend 1s represented bty the
Consul Genersl of the USUR in warsaw.

usztion: How do the Polés look upon the non-Hussian noations in
the UQ“RO Do they appreclate thelr significance?

answers It was generzlly believed in Poland that after the Stalir
regime the non-Russian nations in the USSR would have s better opportu-
nity to develop their national and culturai traditions. The Poles reall
the fact that the USSR 1is not 2 monolithic state, but z multi-national

state.

Ltuestion: Do the Poles foresee the possibility of further de-
velopment of libsral tendenciles in Soviet literature w«nd zrts? -

Ansvers There 1z a general belief thuat the Liberal tenocencies in
Soviet literature and arts will continue to develop and expsand and that
there will be no return to the pre-3talinist erz in which =1l cultural
1ife In the UBER wss rigldly controlled by the party.

]

tuestion: Whut importance do the Poles ascribe to the Cowmuunist
2arties of France and ILtsly in the communist bloc regarding the Soviet-
Chinese rift?

Ansvwers Desplte the superficlal differences, 1t would seem that
the viewpoints of the Communist Parties of france and Italy, as well
25 those of the soclallst countries, especiually those of Poland, ss wel
as East Germany, seen to be .uite iuentico 1, purticularly regardi ng
the differencez between Moscow end Peking. Poland will always bsack
up Moscow rather than tn» Chinese, znd this is also expected from the
Communlst Parties of france and Italy.

- tuestion: what can be done toward the lumprovement of foliazh-
Jikrainimm relations?

gnswer: There 1s no hotred and autipsthy towsrd the Ukrel
in Poleanag, esn; eci(Liy among the young gensration who Knows of
Lish-Ukreindis tionuiist wntogoni am onily Trom history. In p 3
Qoland there L§1~ua g friendly attitude towvard preqewt-dvj Uk ine,
v the other hand, Polish chauvinists in the esigrution sre au r
wld positions wnd opendy sdvocate the J&ﬁ&’hh“it of Lviv from
Arainien territory.

-

: . The two Polish Bishops, Klepacz snd Se norz, while quer
the Ukrsinisn situation in ~olwnu, s ted hft there 1s no wper
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secution of Ukralnians, and the Polish Cotholic Church is helping the
Ukrolnisn Cutholic clergy with their Masses und other church practices.
Doth expressed their satlsfaction over the release of Metropolitan
olipy.

However, they refused to comment on the proposed Ukrainisn Co-
tholic patriarchate or the establishment of & Ukreinisn Cotholic dio-
cese 1ln Poland, stating that these matters sre the prerogatives of the

floly S&se.

Bishop Klepacz asked for copies of The Ukrszinlan tusrterly and
The Ukrainisn Bulletin, which were glven to him during the last meeting.

(Most of the Polish journslists were of the opinion that the
Polish Catholic episcopate i: traddtionslly snti-Ukrainian, and it
stubvornly refuses to sllow s Ukrainian Cstholic administrastion to be
established in Poland, saying that such an interdiction is stipulated
in = Soviet-Polish treaty.)




